
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 28, 2005 
 
 
 
Representative Ed Murray 
House of Representatives 
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
 
RE:  HB 1515 
 
Dear Representative Murray: 
 
We, the appointed members of the Washington State Human Rights Commission, write to 
commend you for your sponsorship of House Bill No. 1515 on the subject: Expanding the 
Jurisdiction of the Human Rights Commission.  Among other things, this proposed change in 
the law will allow the state to prohibit discrimination in employment, housing, public 
accommodations and credit based upon sexual orientation. We believe it to be long overdue. 
 
As the agency responsible for administering and enforcing the state’s law against discrimination, 
the Human Rights Commission receives and investigates complaints by persons alleging 
discriminatory practices. Fifteen states and the District of Columbia have laws prohibiting 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.  Through them, we have learned that these laws have 
a negligible financial impact – most report that around 2% of complaints filed are based on 
sexual orientation. 
 
Far from granting “special preferences” to individuals based on sexual orientation, this bill 
would allow people to fully participate in the state economy on an equal basis, regardless of their 
sexual orientation. It allows people to work, to rent or buy housing, to make purchases and dine 
out without fear of discrimination, or at least with legal recourse if such discrimination occurs.  It 
signals that Washington is a forward-looking state with a genuine dedication to human rights. 
 
Currently at least ten Washington jurisdictions* prohibit this form of discrimination.  The 
experience of those cities and counties has been that the fiscal impact of the prohibition is not 
significant, while the social benefits are great. Through Executive Order 85-09, discrimination 
based on sexual orientation is barred by state executive agencies and institutions of higher 

                                                 
* Clallam County, Clark County, King County, Olympia, Pullman, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Tumwater and 
Vancouver. 
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education. We believe the time has come to extend the prohibition against this kind of 
discrimination to the entire state. 
 
As members of a commission created in 1949 with the mission of eliminating discrimination in 
the state of Washington, we are proud to say that the state has been at the vanguard of civil rights 
for decades. We support you in your effort to maintain our position at the vanguard, and support 
expansion of the agency’s jurisdiction to protect against discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
J. Reiko Callner, Commission Chair 
Washington State Human Rights Commission 
 
 
 
Ellis Casson, Commissioner 
 
 
 
Dallas Barnes, Commissioner 
 
 
 
Sabino “Ben” Cabildo, Commissioner 
 
 
 
Deborah Sioux Cano-Lee, Commissioner 


